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NEW BOARD MEMBERS & OFFICERS INTRODUCED AT ANNUAL MDA AWARDS BANQUET 

 

New officers and three new board members for the Missoula Downtown Association (MDA) were ratified by the general 

membership at the annual meeting on January 16.  

 

Joining the MDA Board of Directors for a three-year term are Mimi Hall Gustafson, Conor Newman and Jeff Smith.  

 

Hall-Gustafson is in her second stint as the Director of Sales & Marketing at the Holiday Inn Downtown. She previously 

worked for Destination Missoula and the Tourism BID from 2017-19. She has a BA in Advertising & PR from the 

University of Idaho and has lived in Missoula since 2013.  

 

Newman is a CPA for Boyle, Deveny & Meyer (BDM) and a Downtown resident. He grew up in Missoula and earned both 

a BS and an MS in Accounting from the University of Montana. He’s been with BDM since 2008.  

 

Smith is an attorney and has been with Garlington, Lohn & Robinson since 2009. A native of Lewistown, Mont., he has a 

BA in Political Science from the University of Hawaii and JD from UM. He and his wife, Jenna, opened Cloth & Crown in 

2011.  

 

Rolling off the MDA Board after a combined 14 years of service to the MDA are Anders Brooker (Runners’ Edge), Lynda 

Brown (Brown HR Consulting), and Jeff Kuchel (Crowley Fleck).  

 

“We are fortunate to have a large group of intelligent, educated and experienced individuals serve on the MDA Board,” 

said Linda McCarthy, Executive Director of the Downtown Missoula Partnership. “The MDA Board is one of the largest in 

the community, comprised of business owners and representatives who are passionate about improving Downtown and 

growing the Downtown economy. The leadership of the MDA and its partners has been instrumental in leading and 

nurturing a vibrant Downtown as a place where people are inspired. “ 
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The general membership also elected new officers for 2020:  

• President ................................................. Bob McGowan, Rocky Mountain School of Photography 

• VP Advocacy ............................................ Josh Eder, S.G. Long 

• VP Marketing & Events ........................... Ashley Larkin, First Montana Bank 

• VP Membership....................................... Paige Livingston, One Eleven 

• VP Master Plan ........................................ Ellen Buchanan, Missoula Redevelopment Agency 

• Past President ......................................... Tom Snyder, Five on Black 

• Treasurer ................................................. Rachel McDonough, MOFI 

 

Other individuals who serve on the MDA Board of Directors include:  

• Bob Burns ................................................ President, Stockman Bank 

• Matt Ellis ................................................. Vice President, Missoula PaddleHeads Baseball 

• Katie Ghen Simpson ................................ Owner, Bathing Beauties Beads 

• Kim Klages-Johns ..................................... Community Relations Manager, MSO Hub 

• Jed Liston................................................. Alumni Director, University of Montana 

• Aimee McQuilkin ..................................... Owner, Betty’s Divine 

• Matt Mellott ............................................ Owner, Sterling Commercial Real Estate Advisors 

• Zachary Millar ......................................... Owner, The Dram Shop 

• Brooke Redpath ...................................... Owner, METTLE Marketing 

• Heidi Starrett ........................................... Account Executive, Missoula Broadcasting 

• Corey Aldridge ......................................... General Manager, Mountain Line 

• Tiffany Brander ....................................... Director, Missoula Parking Commission 

• Grant Kier ................................................ Executive Director, Missoula Economic Partnership 

 

The Missoula Downtown Association is a membership-based, business organization dedicated to promoting, supporting 

and enhancing the vitality of Downtown Missoula for the betterment of the community. Supported by 550 Missoula-

area businesses, the MDA is responsible for management of Caras Park; community festivals such as Out to Lunch, 

Downtown ToNight, River City Roots Festival and Festival of Trees; Downtown street décor such as flower baskets, 

banners and holiday decorations; the Downtown Gift Card program; and much more.  

 

For more information, visit www.missouladowntown.com, or contact the Downtown Missoula Partnership via email 

(406-543-4238) or email (info@missouladowntown.com).  
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