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The majority of my columns this 
year have been about ways in 
which we can all be involved 

in the success of our Downtown, 
whether through volunteering, ad-
vocacy, sponsorship or supporting 
local businesses. The holiday season 
is on the horizon and with it comes 
the opportunity to support Down-
town by supporting our retailers.

This time of year we are all busy 
with events to attend and long “to-
do” lists to accomplish, so it’s easy 
to get consumed by trying to get it 
all done without thinking about the 
importance of how we get it done. 
Since the “buy local” trend started 
years ago, the most touted reason 
for supporting local businesses is, 

compared to chain stores, locally-
owned businesses recycle a larger 
share of their revenue back into the 
local economy. Beyond that, there 
are other reasons to make the com-
mitment to shopping local:
• Keeping our community unique:  

Our unique local businesses are 
an integral part of the distinctive 
character of our Downtown.

• Investment in our community: 
Local businesses are owned by 
people who live in this commu-
nity, are less likely to leave, and 
are more invested in the future of 
Missoula.

• Supporting community groups: 
Non-profit organizations receive 
an average of 250% more sup-
port from local businesses than 
they do from national chains.

• Product diversity: A variety of 
small businesses, each select-
ing products based upon their 
own interests and the needs of 

The Missoula Parking Commission 
is excited to announce it will 
soon introduce the new Digital 

LUKE II multi-space meter from T2 
Systems.  After two years of plan-
ning, preparation, and public pro-
cess, the new meters are scheduled 
to “go live” on Wednesday, Dec. 9.

The new technology will offer 
multiple payment options: credit/
debit cards as well as coins!  Users 
will also be able to extend their time 
by phone.  You will need to know 
your license plate number and to 
help you remember it, the Parking 
Commission will be handing out key 
fobs to write your license plate num-
ber on and have it with you when 
you go to the meter.

Using the meter is as simple as 1, 
2, 3:  
• One - touch the keypad any-

w h e r e 
to start 
y o u r 
transac-
tion.  

• Two - en-
ter your 
l i c e n s e 
p l a t e 
number 
and fol-
low the 
prompts. 

• Three – 
make payment and take your re-
ceipt.  Note – you do not have to 
return to your vehicle.

Remember parking is free on week-
ends and after 5pm on weekdays.

Enjoy getting to know LUKE and 
spending time in Downtown Mis-
soula!

Are you ready to meet LUKE in 
Downtown Missoula?
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MDA Committee Meetings
Membership

Tuesday, November 10
4 - 5 pm 

Downtown Partnership Office

Master Plan 
Thursday, November 19

12 - 2 pm 
MRA Conference Room

Parade of Lights
Wednesdays

4 - 5 pm
Downtown Partnership Office

MDF Poker Tournament
Fridays

9:30 - 10:30 am
MSO Hub

their customers, versus a national 
sales plan, guarantees a much 
broader selection of products.
On November 28, we all have 

the opportunity to support our lo-
cal businesses on Small Business 
Saturday, an event that has been 
sweeping the country since 2010 
and has grown in Missoula. Along 
with Black Friday and Cyber Mon-
day, this day has become one of 
the busiest shopping days of the 
year. This American Express promo-
tion drives business to local establish-
ments, including restaurants. In past 
years, Amex has offered shopping 
incentives such as a $25 credit on 
each card used at a participating 
merchant as a way to encourage 
consumers to participate. They also 
make it easy to be a participating 
merchant, as this is a free program 
to local businesses. Participants are 

given a host of marketing ideas and 
materials from posters to social me-
dia tips.  By participating in these 
promotions, local businesses can 
work together to attract consumers 
to Downtown.

The MDA is here to help all mem-
bers promote this important event.  
We encourage our members to 
contact us with any questions re-
garding Small Business Saturday. 
We will also be here to assist mem-
bers in getting signed up.

The people who live and work 
in our Downtown share a common 
goal of building a better more sus-
tainable Missoula with new and 
increased economic activity. We 
can all do our part in achieving that 
goal by keeping dollars in our local 
economy. Keep this in mind as we 
shop all year round and especially 
this holiday season.

Get Involved This 
Holiday Season!

Still Alive After 23 Years!  The Annual Missoula Festi-
val of the Dead is Back in Black and White and Color

What brings thousands of 
people out on a dark and 
dreary (and sometimes 

snowy, sleety, gale-force wind) 
night every November 2 in Down-
town Missoula?  The weather can 
sometimes fit the mood of the Mis-
soula Festival of 
the Dead pro-
cession, but it 
can also amplify 
the fact that we 
wouldn’t under-
stand the dark 
without knowing 
the light.  Missou-
lians know how 
to bring out the 
light through col-
orful paper kites, 
brass bands, and 
luminarias, and 
the dark through dancing skeletons 
and black and white face paint.  

The Festival of the Dead is an all-
inclusive, annual multicultural event 
that honors life and death through 
community involvement in the 
arts.  It celebrates the cycle of life 
and death, and honors friends and 
loved ones who have passed on.  

A month of art workshops at 
Zootown Arts Community Center, 
school projects, and community 
events culminates in a procession 
down Higgins Avenue to Caras Park 

starting at 6:30pm. These workshops, 
such as shrine building, printmaking, 
and “wearable big heads,” allow 
folks to create artwork as catharsis 
for loss or just to celebrate the Day 
of the Dead. They also provide a 
way for people to fully participate 
in the procession, rather than just 

attend as 
spectators.  

The Mis-
soula Festival 
of the Dead is 
entirely com-
munity-driven 
and depends 
on volunteers 
and dona-
tions.  This 
event fills the 
streets, the res-
taurants, and 
businesses of 

Downtown Missoula.  The Festival 
committee is extremely grateful to 
the businesses that have supported 
and sponsored this event through 
the years. 

The parade begins at the XXXXs 
on North Higgins at 6:30pm. For 
more information visit the Missou-
la Festival of the Dead Facebook 
page, and don’t forget to join us on 
November 2 in Downtown Missoula!

Tarn Ream is the Festival of the 
Dead coordinator and can be 
reached at 549-7933.

By Tarn Ream

The leaves have fallen across 
much of Missoula, and the MDA 
staff is hard at work getting 

Downtown ready for the holidays! 
We are looking forward to the Pa-
rade of Lights and the wheels are 
turning to make it the best year yet. 
There are some exciting ways that 
you can get involved in this annual 
community event, and we invite 
you to participate at whatever 
level you desire! You can enter a 
float in the parade on Saturday, 
December 5 and you can host ac-
tivities for children and families at 
your location. We also encourage 
food or beverage establishments 
to promote a holiday drink or food 
special for this evening! Retailers 
are invited to stay open late on De-
cember 5 to bring in post-parade 
holiday shoppers! You can also 
make sure your business is featured 
throughout the day by sponsoring 
the Parade of Lights. If any or all of 
this sounds up your alley, contact 
Topher Williams at topher@mis-
souladowntown.com or by calling 
(406) 543-4238. 
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New Member 
Spotlight Welcome New 

Members
Torrey Voigt Photography

272 Claremont St
Lolo, MT 59804
(406) 240-8923

montanaphotgrapher@
outlook.com

torreyvoigtphotography.com

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Will Johnson

1900 S. Reserve St.
Missoula, MT 59801

(406) 728-6811
wjohnson@mwfbi.com

www.agentwilljohnson.com

Jarvis Chiropractic
Dan Jarvis

1505 S. Russell
Missoula, MT 59801

(406) 540-4404
jarvischiropractic@gmail.com
www.jarvischiropractic.com

Clyde Coffee
Glenda Bradshaw
610 S Higgins Ave

Missoula, MT 59801
(406) 540-4481

info@clydecoffee.com

Looking for a cup 
of AM Blend, a ba-
gel and a place to 

meet your business ad-
visor to chat? Clyde Coffee at 610 
S. Higgins between Bridge Pizza and 
La Stella Blu is Downtown’s newest 
coffee shop and gathering space 
that should be at the top of your 
list to check out. Owner Glenda 
Bradshaw hails from Cut Bank and 
Philipsburg, studied accounting at 
UM in the 80’s, then left for 20 years 
for Seattle and the Bay Area where 
she gained skills in building, manag-
ing and leading teams in a large 
network. She returned to Missoula 
six years ago to raise her family in 
this wonderful city. As a resident of 
the Northside, Glenda loves down-
town and wanted Clyde on the Hip 
Strip, where both students and visi-
tors alike can easily find the bright, 

modern space. Although 
there are already fabu-
lous coffee shops in the 
neighborhood, Clyde saw 
a different conversation 
to be had about coffee.  
Super-fast WiFi is available 
for customers looking for 

an inspiring space to work from. In 
addition, Clyde offers a small savory 
breakfast menu including unique 
and healthy items such as poached 
eggs and toast, steel cut oats and 
a Turkish breakfast (I had one for 
lunch and it rocked my world!). 
The coffee bar serves up local fa-
vorites from Black Coffee Roasting 
Co., and Clyde has a pour-over bar 
with a well-curated and continually 
rotating selection from micro-roast-
ers across the country in the works. 
Clyde Coffee is conveniently open 
early at 6am and late until 8pm 
Monday-Saturday and 8-8 on Sun-
days. We are lucky to have Glenda 
and Clyde join us in doing business 
in DT MSLA.

The Missoula Met-
ropolitan Planning 
Organization is em-

barking on a federally-
mandated update to its 
Long Range Transporta-
tion Plan (LRTP).  Dubbed 
“Activate Missoula,” the 
LRTP is a 30-year plan 
to set the direction and 
strategies that will shape 
our region’s transporta-
tion network. 

The plan will identify future pri-
orities for projects and funding and 
encompasses all modes of trans-
portation: walking, biking, transit, 
and driving.  Rail, freight, and air will 
also be discussed.  

Please visit the website to learn 
more and sign-up for updates: 
w w w.a ct i v a temi s s ou l a .com.  
Check out our “virtual open house” 
and add your transportation proj-
ect ideas to the “wiki map.”

Also, come to one or both of the 
upcoming workshops:

Bicycle Facility Planning Work-
shop, Wednesday, November 4 at 
the Missoula Public Library, lower 
level. Sign in 5pm. Workshop 5:30-

By Aimee McQuilkin

7:30pm. Participate in an in-depth 
review of our current bicycle net-
work and help envision its future. 
The workshop will cover regional 
bicycle travel, as well as “neighbor-
hood greenway” connections, us-
ing mapping exercises.  Coffee and 
light snacks provided.

Activate Missoula Transportation 
Summit, Thursday, November 5 at 
the Holiday Inn Missoula Downtown. 
Sign in 5pm. Workshop 5:30-7:30pm.  
Learn about the planning process, 
project goals and previous recom-
mendations during a short presenta-
tion. Visit interactive stations to learn 
about transportation projects and 
identify your priorities for Missoula’s 
transportation network.  Coffee and 
light snacks provided.

Long Range Transportation Plan Update

Small Business Saturday takes 
place annually on the Saturday 
after Thanksgiving. The focus of 

this day is to promote holiday shop-
ping at small businesses, with more 
than 300 small businesses located 
in the heart of Missoula. Supported 
nationally by American Express, the 
MDA has received “Shop Small” 
campaign items such as banners, 
canvas bags, door mats, and more! 
If you are interested in “Shop Small” 
campaign items to display on Small 
Business Saturday, please contact 
Kristen Sackett at kristen@missou-
ladowntown.com or (406) 543-4238.

Celebrate 
Small Business 
Saturday on 

November 27



City Seeking Candidates for Several Volunteer Boards
The City of Missoula currently has several vacancies to fill on six different 
volunteer boards, and MDA members and Downtown representatives are 
encouraged to apply. Seats for volunteer public servants are available 
on the Conversation Board, the Design Review Board, the Energy & Cli-
mate Team, the Health Board, the Historic Preservation Commission, and 
the Planning Board. Additional information and application forms can be 
found online at http://mt-missoula3.civicplus.com/426/Vacancies. 

Show us your best window-decorating skills during the Downtown Holiday 
Window Decorating Competition! This annual holiday event was started 
in 1999 and is a fun way to participate in Downtown holiday festivities. 
Vote for your favorite window display on First Friday, December 4 or visit 
the website at www.missouladowntown.com to vote online. If you are 
interested in participating in the competition, contact the Downtown Mis-
soula Partnership at info@missouladowntown.com or (406) 543-4238.

The International Choral Festival of Missoula and the UM School of Music 
will present their annual benefit performance of George Frederic Handel’s 
"MESSIAH" on Sunday, Nov. 29 at 7:30 p.m. in the Dennison Theatre on the 
UM campus. This free concert is a beloved community sing-a-long with a 
volunteer chorus, which has delighted local singers and audiences annu-
ally since 1995. There is still time to join the chorus; sign-up online at www.
choralfestival.org or www.umt.edu/music.

Join Opportunity Resources for its Diamond Anniversary Gala at 6pm on 
Nov. 7.  Opportunity Resources is celebrating its 60th Anniversary at the 
Doubetree Hotel with silent and live auctions and a special drawing for a 
real diamond!  Tickets include dinner and are $75 each or $150 for two.  
Visit http://orimt.org/diamondanniversary/ for more information and to 
purchase tickets. 

Shout Outs

Members of the MDA have 
the opportunity to show-
case their business at 

monthly MDA membership socials. 
Hosting a Luncheon, Coffee Talk or 
Downtown on Tap is a great way to 
connect with fellow members on 
your own turf and spread the word 
about upcoming promotions, proj-
ects or other news. 

Luncheons are the second Tues-
day each month from 11:30am–
1pm. Members pay $12 for lunch. 
Coffee Talk takes place the third 
Wednesday of each month from 
8–9 am and costs $50 to host. Down-
town on Tap is the last Tuesday of 
each month from 5–7pm, costing 
$100. 

Hosts provide food and bever-
age, and attendance can vary 
from 25 to 75 people. The socials 
that draw the most attendees are 
outside the box. They can include 
an exclusive announcement, be-
hind the scenes tour, or awesome 
give-away.   

If you attend our membership so-
cials, you know what an excellent 
networking opportunity they are. 
The 2016 hosting season is quickly 
approaching, so contact the MDA 
as soon as possible before your pre-
ferred date gets booked! Contact 
Topher Williams at (406) 543-4238 or 
topher@missouladowntown.com.

Host a Membership 
Social in 2016!

218 E Main St, Suite C
Missoula, MT  59802

Ph: 406.543.4238
MissoulaDowntown.com

Promoting, Supporting & Enhancing the Vitality of Downtown Missoula for the Betterment of Our Community
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Daylight Savings 
Time Ends

Festival of the Dead
2pm @ Caras Park
Parade 6:30pm on 

Higgins Ave
Election Day

First Friday 
Gallery Night

MDA Luncheon
Talk Over Turkey @
The Crystal Theatre

11:30am - 1pm Veteran’s Day

Griz Football vs. 
Eastern Washington  

@ 1:30pm

Coffee Talk @
Blackfoot 

Telecommunications  
8-9am

Downtown on Tap
@ Betty’s Divine

5-7pm Thanksgiving

Shop Local on 
Small Business 

Saturday

Little Big Town in 
Concert @ UM 
Adams Center 

7:30pm

Gabriel Iglesias 
Comedy @ UM 
Adams Center 

7:30pm
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

First Friday 
Gallery Night

Festival of Trees Festival of Trees

Hanukkah Begins

Festival of Trees

Christmas Day Kwanzaa Begins

First Night Missoula

New Year’s Eve

Parade of Lights

Downtown Missoula 
Christmas Party @ 

Holiday Inn 
Downtown 5-7pm

Garden City Ballet 
Presents 

The Nutcracker

Garden City Ballet 
Presents 

The Nutcracker

Garden City Ballet 
Presents 

The Nutcracker
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Member Socials
November 2015

Membership Luncheon

Downtown On Tap 

Coffee Talk

Tuesday, November 10, 11:30am -1pm - The Crystal Theatre ( 515 S. Higgins Ave. )

Wednesday, November 18, 8 - 9am - Blackfoot Telecommunications ( 1221 N. Russel St. )

Betty’s Divine is celebrating its 10th Anniversary and owner Aimee Mc-
Quilkin invites all MDA members to celebrate and kick off the holiday 
shopping season on the Hip Strip! We will enjoy refreshing drinks and 
tasty snacks while browsing the finest vintage in Missoula in Betty’s new 
Divine Trash Vintage section. Follow them on Instagram @bettysdivine 
and @divinetrashvintage for the inside scoop!

Start your day with your friends at Blackfoot over excellent coffee and 
breakfast treats from Market on Front.  CEO Bill Squires will give a brief 
overview of what’s brewing at Blackfoot followed by some terrific raffle 
prize drawings.   Don’t miss out on a chance to win a $100 Downtown 
gift card, an Orange Street Food Farm/Missoula Fresh Market Thanks-
giving wine basket or Griz tickets! 
 
Save the date for Blackfoot’s awesome Pre-Thanksgiving Coffee Talk!

Talk Turkey Over Turkey is Compassion & Choices national call to action 
for families to take advantage of their time around the holiday table 
to discuss the dreadful topic of dying.  Advance healthcare planning, 
living wills, assigning a legal healthcare proxy and what treatment 
one might or might not want in the event of being incapacitated are 
important things for you and your loved ones to discuss.  Learn some 
language, tips and other tools to get the conversation started. Amy 
Hetzler, C&C’s Montana Campaign Manager will also share the latest 
on Montana’s status as a state where aid in dying is authorized.  

Tuesday, November 24, 5 - 7pm - Betty’s Divine ( 509 S. Higgins Ave. )
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Due November 20th

The Missoula Downtown Association is a membership-based 
not-for-profit organization.  For 40 years, we have worked 
to promote, support and enhance the vitality of Downtown 
Missoula for the betterment of the community. 

In an effort to learn how we can better serve your needs, this 
short survey will take less than 10 minutes to complete and is 
intended to help us better serve the need of our membership.  

Please complete the survey today. Or return it before 
November 20.  The more participation we have, the better 
our data will be. We are very fortunate to have diverse and 
engaged members who genuinely care about Downtown 
Missoula. Your feedback is critical in ensuring we can 
continue to make Downtown special.

The survey can be found at missouladowntown.com/
membership-survey. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact our Membership and Events Director, Topher 
Williams at topher@missouladowntown.com or (406) 543-4238.

Connect with the Community

Member Survey


