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President’s Column 
by Heidi Starrett 
Missoula Independent
hstarrett@missoulanews.com 

As the incoming MDA Presi-
dent, I am humbled to have 
the opportunity make a real 

difference for Downtown Missoula. I 
am honored to be a part of the or-
ganization and look forward to rep-
resenting the MDA membership in 
2015. If you were at the annual ban-
quet, then you know that I have a 
strong passion for volunteerism and 
encouraged those of you who may 
not have been involved in the past 
to consider being more involved 
with the MDA this year. 

2015 will be an exciting year for 
Missoula as it celebrates its 150th An-
niversary. The MDA will celebrate its 
40th year along with several event 
anniversaries. From our dedicated 
staff, our event volunteers and our 
volunteer board of directors, it takes 
a lot of folks to pull off the achieve-
ments of the MDA. We are fortu-

nate to have so many people in our 
community who regularly volunteer 
their time, knowledge and energy 
to this organization. It's because of 
all of these dedicated individuals 
that we can celebrate these excit-
ing milestones in 2015.

There is still “room at the table” 
for more folks who believe in the mis-
sion of the MDA to join us in achiev-
ing future successes. If you are new 
to the MDA or perhaps a longstand-
ing member, I ask you to consider 
becoming involved. The MDA is all 
about connecting our community. 
Not only does that mean bring-
ing consumers Downtown to shop, 
eat and play. It also means bring-
ing together folks who are passion-
ate about our city and are willing to 

MDA in 2015
MDA - 40 years

Out To Lunch - 30 years
Downtown ToNight -15 years

Garden City Rod Run -15 years
River City Roots Festival -10 years

Beat the Winter Blues. Check Out Some Brews!

Grab your winter apparel and 
your friends to finish off the 
work week and kick off your 

weekend in true Missoula style with 
the 5th Annual Winter BrewFest. 

Enjoy over 35 different 
microbrews from around Montana 
and the northwest! For those 
looking to pair your brews with food, 
MacKenzie River Pizza Company 
and El Cazador will be on hand. 
Gather around fire barrels and 
heaters with your drinks and food 
all while listening to Zeppo & Miller 
Creek!  Make the kickoff to your 
weekend memorable...Make it 
Downtown!

5th Annual Winter BrewFest
Friday, February 27; 5-10pm 

Caras Park
Featuring Zeppo & Miller Creek
$12 includes glass & 2 tokens; 

addtional tokens $1 each
Must be 21 & Older

Must show ID. 

 Missoula
DOWNTOWN
Dialog

www.MissoulaDowntown.com  

Promoting, Supporting & Enhancing the Vitality of Downtown Missoula for the Betterment of Our Community

in this issue...

The Downtown Dialog should be 
shared with all your staff members!  
Please pass it around your office.
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MDA Committee Meetings
Advocacy

Wednesday, February 11
830-930 am 

Downtown Partnership Office

Downtown ToNight
Thursdays

4-5pm Downtown Partnership Office

Garden City BrewFest
Wednesdays

4-5pm Downtown Partnership Office

Master Plan 
Thursday, February 19

12-2 pm at140 W. Pine

Membership
Thursday, February 19

4-5 pm Downtown Partnership Office

Out to Lunch
Monday, February 9

4-5 pm Downtown Partnership Office

president continued

share their varied knowledge, skills 
and energy in making Downtown 
Missoula a vibrant and energetic 
place for everyone to enjoy.

Aside from pouring beer, there 
are many opportunities for you 
to get involved with the MDA. We 
have event committees. Having 
served on most of them, I can tell 
you when the end result is a suc-
cessful event, it is very rewarding. 
Don’t forget about other commit-
tees such as: Advocacy, Master 
Plan, Business Development, Caras 
Park Improvements and the Retail 
Committee. If you really want to roll 
up your sleeves and work on com-
plex and challenging issues that af-
fect our Downtown, I urge you to 
reach out to me or any other board 
member to get involved.  Over the 
past four years I have served on the 
MDA Board,  I've always been im-
pressed with the level of commit-
ment and dedication of the  folks 
who serve on these committees. 
They truly deal with issues that af-
fect the quality of life we have in 
our Downtown.

It sounds cliché to say that when 
you volunteer “you get more than 
you give”, but from personal experi-
ence, I can tell you that is true. For 
me, volunteering with the MDA has 
been an enriching experience. It 
has led to an increased knowledge 
of the challenges facing Downtown 
Missoula, opportunities to make 
positive change, personal growth 
and many cherished friendships. 
We are all busy with our own lives 
and businesses, sometimes we ex-
pect others will step up and fix the 
things in the community we feel 
need attention. We are those peo-
ple. I cannot think of a better way 
to serve the community than to be 
a part of an organization that is pas-
sionate about the quality of life we 
have in Missoula.

I look forward to 2015 and con-
tinuing to work with such a great 
group of folks who make Downtown 
Missoula the amazing place that it 
is. In keeping with the theme of this 
year’s Annual Awards Banquet, I will 
close with this:

Unless someone like you cares a 
whole awful lot, nothing is going to 
get better.  It's not.  ~Dr. Seuss

The 12th Annual Big Sky Docu-
mentary Film Festival (BSDFF) will 
be packed with enough films, 

events, live performances, panels 
and parties to test the mettle of 
even the hardiest of filmgoers, fami-
lies and fun-seekers. 

The festival opens Friday, Febru-
ary 6 with a free screening, fresh 
from its Sundance premiere, of Os-
car-winning director Alex Gibney’s 
GOING CLEAR: SCIENTOLOGY AND 
THE PRISON OF BELIEF.  The film, 
which is controversial in its own right, 
is based on the controversial book 
of the same title by Pulitzer-winning 
journalist Lawrence Wright, who is 
featured in the film along with eight 
former members of the Church of 
Scientology. 

The Big Sky Documentary Film 
Festival has also released the list of 
40 films vying to win one of four ju-
ried competitions.  Cash prizes will 
be awarded to all category win-

ners, thanks to sponsorships from 
Missoula Federal Credit Union, Fu-
sion TV, and the Montana Film Of-
fice. Winners will be revealed at 
public Awards Party at the Top Hat 
Lounge on Friday, February 13.  In 
addition to the cash prizes, winners 
of the Short and Mini-Doc catego-
ries are automatically eligible for 
Oscar consideration. 

Check the full schedule and list 
of nominees at bigskyfilmfest.org

BSDFF Announces Schedule, Nominees

New Year’s Resolution #1: Learn 
how to play Poker – Final lesson in 
February.

New Year’s Resolution #2: Win 
Bragging Rights with your Co-Work-
ers and Friends at the March POKER 
Tournament.

Recruit friends and co-workers to 
create a table of 10 players to start 
the tournament together.  Held in 
the exclusive Lodge Hall of the Elks 
Club, space is limited so reserve 
your seat soon.  After registering, 
you will receive a follow up phone 
call to pay the $75 fee and your 
choice of $50 Re-Buys once tickets 
become available early February.    

One remaining complimentary 
lesson takes place on Sunday Feb 
22, from 2-4pm at the Montgomery 
Distillery, 129 W. Front Street.  Please 
register for the lesson and the Tour-
nament at missouladowntown.
com/poker.  The Tournament takes 
place Sunday, March 22, at the Hell 
Gate Elks Lodge, 112 N. Pattee St., 
starting at 1pm.  This event is a fun-
draiser for the Missoula Downtown 
Foundation. For more information, 
email noreen@missouladowntown.
com.

Downtown Foundation 
Poker Tournament Mar 22

Free Lesson Feb 22
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Welcome New Members!
Bathing Beauties Beads

Katie Ghen Simpson
501 S Higgins

543-0018
katieghensimpson@gmail.com

Rocky Mountain Ballet Theater
Charlene Campbell
2704 Brooks,  Suite 2

549-5155
rmbts@aol.com

www.DaysAtDunrovin.com
SuzAnne Miller

Lolo, MT
273-7745

dunrovin@bigsky.net

Thomas Meagher Bar
Cory Champney

130 W. Pine
540-4402

cchampney23@gmail.com

Just inside the Warehouse Mall 
is one of Missoula’s favorite 
screen printing shops. Founded 

by two college friends, Garage Tees 
is having as much success in their 
business endeavors as their owners 
and employees have personality to 
spare. 

In the same way my garage is 
used for much more than just stor-
ing my vehicle, Garage Tees does 
much more than just print t-shirts. In 
addition to standard screen print-
ing, the crew manages all of the 
work for another local business, 
Montana is for Badasses, which is 
known for its hugely popular Face-
book page and custom apparel. 

Garage Tees has become a go-
to for local retailers, clothing lines, 
businesses, and is a springboard for 
aspiring artists. Using their UM con-
nection, the owners (including Aar-
on Farseth) provide opportunities for 
recent graduates with graphic arts 
skills. 

Staying true to their roots you 
won't find a fancy boardroom here. 
The "conference" room tabletop 
transforms into a foosball table at 
5pm for the crew to unwind. All 
challengers are welcome to share 
in a laugh and good natured ban-
ter. 

The MDA looks forward to seeing 
what this innovative and truly local 
business will come up with next. So, 
the next time you are enjoying a 
brew at Draught Works, look to the 
East (725 W. Alder #9, 544-8718) and 
consider competing for the foosball 
championship, or just buy a shirt. 

by Rick Eneas 
Montana CDC

Member Spotlight:

Jenny Mueller, Membership & 
Events Director for the Down-
town Missoula Partnership, has 

accepted a position as financial 
planner for Edward Jones. 

Her last day with the DMP will 
be Friday, Feb. 13. Mueller started 
working for the Missoula Downtown 
Association in in July 2012 and has 
done a remarkable job with MDA 
membership recruitment, retention, 
services and socials. Jenny has also 
been responsible for MDA’s com-
munity events Out to Lunch, Gar-
den City River Rod Run and the 
Parade of Lights, all of which reflect 
her exceptional event planning 
and outreach skills. 

A native of Billings, Mueller will 
begin her work with Edward Jones 
under the tutelage of Rachael 
Morawski in the Grant Creek Town 
Center on Monday, Feb. 16. Muel-

ler will follow in the footsteps of her 
mother, Sue Anderson, who has 
been with Edward Jones in Billings 
for 16 years. 

“Jenny has been an exceptional 
employee and service provider to 
our Downtown community,” said 
Linda McCarthy, Executive Direc-
tor. “Our membership growth and 
engagement has been elevated, 
our programs that Jenny oversees 
are exceptional, and her attitude 
towards life is just wonderful! Ed-
wards Jones is lucky to attract such 
an exceptional individual. We are 
definitely going to miss her.”

All are invited to Jenny’s going-
away party to be held Friday, Feb. 
13 from 3-5 pm at the Downtown 
Missoula Partnership Office at 218 
East Main Street. Come share your 
appreciation and well wishes for 
Jenny Mueller. 

Mueller Departs Partnership for Edward Jones Mountain Line Welcomes 
new GM Aldridge

Missoulians have shown 
great support for our com-
munity bus system, approv-

ing a mill levy in 2013 and rallying 
behind the 14 partners sponsoring 
Zero-fare in 2015.  Mountain Line’s 
newly implemented services come 
alongside new leadership with Co-
rey Aldridge joining Mountain Line 
as the General Manager. Aldridge is 
from RiverCities Transit in Longview, 
WA and says he is excited to be a 
part of a community that is forward 
thinking about public transporta-
tion.

Aldridge is embracing the ex-
citing challenges for MUTD in the 
next few years that come with the 
implementation of additional bus 
service, improved paratransit ser-
vice, Zero-fare system and a bus 
stop master plan. 

With over seven years of execu-
tive management experience in 
public transit, Aldridge has a strong 
background, which has prepared 
him to be the new General Man-
ager of MUTD



Shout Outs
The Zootown Arts Community Center is recruiting board 
members! Apply at zootownarts.org to help lead this dynamic organi-
zation and bring enriching art experiences to all Missoulians. 

Sustainable Business Council presents Social Sustainability. 
For most businesses, the easiest way to improve financial performance is 
through happier employees. The 3-event series features local exemplars, 
best practices, checklists and other practical tools for use in your work-
place. Each event is free to the public and takes place from 5:30–7:00 
pm at Adventure Cycling Association (150 E Pine St.). For additional 
information, email info@SustainableBusinessCouncil.org or call 721-3000 
ext. 1119.

Thurs, Feb 5: Inclusive Work Environments with Liz Roosa Millar of the 
University Center

Thurs, Feb 19: Environmental Health at Work with Skander Spies of Ener-
getechs

Please submit member shout outs by the 18th of each month to 
info@missouladowntown.com

RMBT Hosts Chinese 
Performing Artists

Following up on Rocky Mountain 
Ballet Theatre’s very successful 
tour to China in last fall. RMBT 

will host a 15-member delegation of 
performing artists from the Silk Road 
area and Shaanxi Province in China 
Feb 5-7. 

The group’s journey to Missoula is 
a prelude to appearances in Wash-
ington, DC and has been facilitated 
by the Cultural Affairs Section of the 
Chinese Embassy in Washington.  
RMBT is seeking local sponsorship to 
aid in the organization of the visit to 
Missoula. 

The delegation, made up of 
masters of the Chinese folk art of 
Shadow Puppets, will arrive in Mis-
soula on Thursday, Feb 5.  Follow-
ing a visit to Whitefishm, they will 
participate in a cultural exchange 
in Missoula Feb 7. They will present 
a matinee performance at MCT at 
1 pm especially for children and a 
very special joint performance with 
RMBT that evening at 7 pm, cele-
brating the China/ Montana friend-
ship through performance art. RMBT 
will present the greatest hits of its 
new Destination Missoula program, 
which the dancers performed on 
their China tour. 

 Matinee tickets are $12.00 gen-
eral admission. Tickets for the eve-
ning show are $25 and available at 
the MSO HUB,  140 N Higgins | 543-
3300. 

www.MissoulaDowntown.com  
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Connect Downtown with Committee and Volunteer Service
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It takes hundreds of volunteers each year to accomplish the 
greater goals of Downtown Missoula, and your time, talent 
and treasure are much appreciated and hopefully put to 
good use when you get involved with our organizations. 
Here is an overview of upcoming committee opportunities.

40 Years
CONNECTING OUR 
COMMUNITY

MDA Membership: Another mission of the MDA, the Membership Committee is responsible membership 
recruitment and retention, development and communication of benefits, and planning of membership 
socials and annual events. MDA should surpass the 500-member mark in 2015, and this group will be devel-
oping and distributing a membership survey in 2015. There is room for 2-4 individuals to join this committee. 
Chair: Julie McFarland. Staff Liaison: Jenny Mueller.

Montana Special Olympics Downtown Barbecue: With Missoula hosting the Montana Special 
Olympics for the next three years, the MDA will host the opening barbecue at Osprey Stadium on Tuesday, 
May 12. A total of 6-8 volunteers are needed to plan and execute the event, including acquisition of food 
and beverages and service of the meal. Chairs: John Horner & Todd Frank. Staff Liaison: Linda McCarthy.

Garden City BrewFest: Slated for Saturday, May 2, the Garden City BrewFest is of the largest MDA events 
and culminates Craft Beer Week in Missoula. There is room for 2-4 new committee members and a need for 
150 volunteers to staff the event. This committee will meet weekly in April and May. Chair: Ellen Buchanan. 
Staff Liaison: Kristen Sackett.

Garden City River Rod Run: MDA’s most unique event is held the last weekend in June, bringing more 
than 200 cars and 2,000 people to Downtown for a classic car show and shine and parade. This committee 
will meet regularly in April, May and June, and there are openings for 4-6 people on this committee. Chair: 
Julie McFarland. Staff Liaison: Jenny Mueller.

MDF Fundraising: With focus on the Friends of Downtown campaign, development of endowments, 
grant writing and more, this Foundation committee is looking for folks who aren’t afraid to ask for money. 
With both a spring and a fall campaign, the MDF Fundraising Committee will seek to raise $50,000 or more 
and has room for 4-6 additional fundraisers. Chair: Linda Talbott. Staff Liaison: Noreen Humes. 

MDF Outreach: This committee is charged with planning, coordinating and implementing free and low 
cost communications and education on the MDF’s mission, projects and strategies, including the Downtown 
Stories project. There is room for 2-3 additional committee members. Chair: Geoff Badenoch. Staff Liaison: 
Noreen Humes. 

MDF Special Events: With fundraising in mind, this committee is charged with creating and implementing 
events that connect folks with Downtown beyond the standard constituents through creative and unusual 
events. 2015 events are to include a March 22 Downtown Poker Tournament, a Murder Mystery dinner and 
performance in October and one or two additional events. There is room for 6-8 additional members. Chair: 
Colleen Rudio. Staff Liaison: Noreen Humes. 

Downtown Business Development: With business retention and growth from within as the primary fo-
cus, this committee will create and implement a Business Development Plan for Downtown Missoula. That 
plan will incorporate communications and outreach, education and training for Downtown businesses, de-
velopment of a Guide to Doing Business Downtown and more. Highlighting the 2015 schedule will be a 
May visit to Missoula from business consultant Barbara Wold. The committee will meet weekly during the first 
quarter, and there is room for 3-5 individuals with economic development experience. Chair: Alan Newell. 
Staff Liaison: Noreen Humes. 



Connect our Community
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Member Socials
February 2015

Missoula Food Bank has outgrown its South 3rd Street (Hip Strip) location, 
and plans to relocate.  Join us in the large meeting space at the Mis-
soula Public Library to hear about what’s next for the food bank as its 
leadership prepares to physically move the operation, and as they strive 
to reduce the demand for emergency food services here in Missou-
la.  Lunch is $12/pp and will be provided by Trapper Peak Coffee Co.  
Please RSVP by Friday, February 6 to missouladowntown.com/rsvp/.

Membership Luncheon

Downtown On Tap 

Coffee Talk

Tuesday, February 10 from 11:30am to 1pm - Missoula Public Library (301 E. Main)

Wednesday, February 18 from 8-9am –  Montana School of Massage (800 Kensington) 
What better way to get your body charged for the day than a relax-
ing chair massage? Come by Montana School of Massage for Coffee 
Talk. Joe Beatty, Owner/Executive Director will be on hand to provide 
a tour of the massage suites and clinic, offer free 10-15 chair massages 
with students currently enrolled and to answer questions you may have 
about the clinic, training program, or the benefits of regular massage. 
Or just stop by and enjoy a cup of coffee and goodies in a professional 
relaxing atmosphere. Attendees will even have the opportunity to win a 
free 60 min student massage gift certificate!

Tuesday, February 24 from 5-8pm – Opportunity Bank (200 N. Higgins)

Opportunity Bank of Montana.  That’s their new name, though they’ve 
served Montana for over ninety years.  They are proud to serve the 
Missoula community with two full-service banking branches, along 
with financial services and mortgage offices.  Stop in to their down-
town branch on the corner of Higgins and Main to visit with the team, 
have a drink and enjoy some appetizers.  Don’t miss out on your 
chance to win one of their famous gift baskets!
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Groundhog Day

Lincoln’s Birthday Valentine’s Day

President’s Day

First Friday 
Gallery Night

MDA Luncheon
1130am @

Missoula Public 
Library

Coffee Talk
8am@Montana 

School of Massage

Downtown on Tap
5pm @ Opportunity 

Bank of Montana

Big Sky 
Documentary Film 

Festival Begins

Big Sky 
Documentary Film 

Festival Closes

MAM Benefit
Art Auction

MDF Free
Poker Lesson

2pm@Montgomery 
Distillery

5pm@Caras Park



March 2015March 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
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22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31
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Daylight Saving 
Time Begins

St Patrick’s Day

First Friday 
Gallery Night

MDA Luncheon

Coffee Talk

Downtown on TapSpring Break Week

MDF Downtown
Poker Tourney
1pm@Hellgate 

Elks Lodge


