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Despite the fact that you never 
know what August will bring 
air-quality-wise, it never fails 

to be my busiest month of the year. 
Between tourists, back to school 
shopping, UM students returning 
with their families, and crowd-
drawing events at Caras Park and 
the Wilma, August in Missoula re-
ally gives the holidays a run for their 
money!

River City  Roots Festival has most 
definitely become the capstone of 
this month’s flurry of activities. I re-
call back when it first started, we 
Downtown merchants were nervous 
about major streets being closed 
on such an important weekend 
for business. Eleven years later we 
have seen the wisdom of this type 
of indirect marketing. Just as First Fri-
day, Out to Lunch, and Downtown 
Tonight have succeeded as clever 
ways to promote Downtown, Roots 
Fest has also excelled at showcas-
ing our beautiful Downtown.  These 
events all bring people out for art, 
music, food and drink, with the 
hope that they also see what lo-
cal merchants have to offer, do a 
little shopping right then or there, or 

return later after they’ve seen your 
mind-blowing window display.  Dur-
ing Roots Fest, over 15,000 locals 
and visitors flock to Main Street to 
enjoy dancing to dreamy tunes all 
while eating a taco platter, drink-
ing a locally brewed IPA, watching 
a spectacular sunset and feeling 
connected to the community. A 
true Missoula experience.

In addition, over 250 volunteers 
come together to put in 1,000 hours 
over the two days of Montana’s 
best street party to make sure the 
event can be free and accessible 
to everyone. Another true Missoula 
experience.

At a recent retail meeting, down-
town retailers decided to collabo-
rate on a summertime sidewalk sale 
and what better time to capture an 
already engaged crowd than the 
Sunday after Roots Fest. The Roots 
Fest Hangover Sale was born. Join 
us for this opportunity to bring dis-
counted seasonal items out to the 
sidewalks to entice in the shoppers. 
Or, perhaps offer a discount on rel-
evant tongue-in-cheek items such 
as sunglasses, Bloody Mary’s, and 
soft cozy pants for curling up on a 
lazy last-of-summer-Sunday in. Or 
maybe just advertise to your cus-
tomers that you’ll have complimen-
tary mimosas and watch the thank-
ful customers pour in one more day! 
Another true Missoula Experience. ■
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The fair returns to the fair-
grounds August 9-14 and 
with it comes a host of events 

and exhibitions that aren't to be 
missed!

• The Stomping Ground: A 
showcase of Western Mon-
tana Fair’s new community 
education area for kids and 
adults, will take place Au-
gust 10-14, 2016. The event 
will feature hands-on ac-
tivities, demonstrations, and 
educational information 
from nonprofit and commu-
nity groups. The Stomping 
Ground venue is a shaded 
green space adjacent to 
food vendors and the fine 
arts and photography ex-
hibits at the Fair. Interested 
organizations can register at 
missoulafairgrounds.com. 

 
• Do you like to ride your bike 

and try to avoid parking at 
big events? The Western 
Montana Fair presents Bike 
to the Fair Day! Ride your 
bike to the Fair on Friday, 
August 12 and receive a 
free gate pass and valet 
bike parking courtesy of 
Missoula in Motion and the 
Missoula Bike Ambassadors.

• The Stampede Stage: 
August 9-13 at the Western 
Montana Fair. Featuring 
local and national coun-
try music stars, including 
Bitterroot superstar Tyler 
Barham, Missoula favorite 
Shane Clouse, Benton City, 
Washington’s young prod-
igy, Cale Moon, and the 
Flathead’s beautiful and 
talented Rheannon.

• If you brew it, they will 
come. The Western Mon-
tana Fair will host the first 
annual Fair BrewFest on Fri-
day, August 12 from 5:30 to 
10 pm. Featuring a variety 
of beers provided by Mon-
tana brewers, the Fair Brew

Western Montana 
Fair Returns with New 
Events for Everyone

Symphony in the Park to 
Delight Missoulians on August 14 

(continued on next page)

The Missoula Symphony Orches-
tra returns to Caras Park on Sun-
day, August 14 at 7 p.m. for its 

annual "Symphony in the Park" con-
cert. Music Director Darko Butorac 
will lead the orchestra through a 
lively program of movie scores, 
dance numbers and light classics. 
Food and beverage may be pur-
chased from on-site vendors and 
lawn chairs are encouraged. The 
event is free and fun for the whole 
family.

For more information on Sym-
phony in the Park and the Missoula 
Symphony Orchestra, call 406-721-
3194 or visit www.missoulasympho-
ny.org. ■

  



3

Be in the Know for Roots Fest

The River City Roots Fest kicks off 
August 26 bringing art, music, 
culture, and fun to Downtown 

Missoula before the summer slips 
away. So much effort goes into 
bringing this festival to our com-
munity and the collaboration of 
everyone involved to make Roots 
Fest a success is truly impressive. 

Check out a list of facts you may 
not know about what it takes to 
pull off Roots Fest every year: 

• $120,000: Cost to put on Roots 
Fest.  It’s no small cost to put on a 
festival like this. As with all events 
produced by the Missoula Down-
town Association, Roots Fest is ad-
mission FREE.  It’s because of our 
sponsors, as well as attendees tak-
ing advantage of our local food 
vendors and purchasing the wrist-
band/commemorative cup, that 
costs associated with the event 
are covered. 

• $80,000+: Amount of sponsor-
ship dollars from local businesses 
to help produce Roots Fest; nearly 
$15,000 is in trade-out services.• 
15,000+: Number of attendees 
roaming the streets of Downtown 
Missoula across both days.

• 1,000 t-shirts for sale, for run-

ners, and for our volunteers.
• 6,000 beer cups bought from 

a local business to help keep the 
event green and reduce waste.

• 250 volunteers needed to 
make Roots Fest come alive.

• 3 Production Partners: The City 
of Missoula, Run Wild Missoula, and 
Climate Smart Missoula all help 
with various pieces so Roots runs 
smoothly.

• 10 bands, 30 artists, 20 local 
food vendors, 400+ runners, and 
20+ children’s organizations make 
this party!

As you can see, the effort to 
make this the best festival of the 
summer is HUGE and the pay-off 
is even bigger. Come out to Roots 
Fest August 26 & 27 and experience 
the hardwork in action! ■

Fest is sponsored by the Trail 
103.3 and Bayern Brewing. $12 
gets you a wristband, com-
memorative cup, and two drink 
tokens. German-style food will 
be available too! Breweries 
large and small can still register 
at missoulafairgrounds.com.

• The time has come for Missou-
la’s best new bands to step out 
of the garage and onto the 
stage! The Western Montana 
Fair will host the first annual Mis-
soula Battle of the Bands from 
August 10th to the 13th.

Don't miss these events and much 
more this year at the Western Mon-

missoulafairgrounds.commissoulafairgrounds.com

Welcome New 
Members!
 Sora & Co.

Nicole Dowson
145 W Main St
(406) 215-1138

www.soraandcompany.com

Burns St. Bistro
1500 Burns St

(406) 577-2650
www.burnsstbistro.com

Missoula Community Foundation Strives to 
Bring Missoula Together

At the core of the Missoula 
Community Foundation is the be-
lief in the central value of "com-
munity". Functioning as a catalyst 
for change and as a local center 
of philanthropic leadership, the 
Missoula Community Foundation 
plays an active role in bringing 
people and non-profits together 
in creative ways. Beginning their 
operation in 2001, they have since 
helped secure over $3,000,000 in 
endowment funds to benefit a va-
riety of local non-profits. They also 
have put several signature pro-
grams in place to better our com-
munity and its growth, including 
their scholarship program, Missoula 
Project for Non-Profit Excellence, 
Give Local Missoula County, and 
Climate Smart Missoula. 

Through the leadership of their 
Executive Director Meredith Printz, 
the Missoula Community Founda-
tion strives to ensure the present 
and future vitality of the greater 
Missoula community. The Missoula 
Community Foundation recently 
won the 2016 “Outstanding Foun-
dation” award from the Western 
Montana Fund Raisers Association. 

Visit their website at www.mis-
soulacommunityfoundation.org to 
learn more about how the Missou-
la Community Foundation is work-
ing towards the betterment of our 
community.■

New Member Spotlight
By Sarah Ferguson
Downtown Missoula Partnership

(continued from pg. 2)
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Please submit member shout 
outs by the 18th of each 

month to 
info@missouladowntown.

com

Color and Painting in the Natural World uses nature as your guide teach-
ing you to see which colors best capture the beauty of the natural world. 
Starting with only three colors you will see that mixing is the key to nature's 
range of beauty. In addition to learning theses basics, you will venture out-
side for a breath of fresh inspiration. Can you make a painting as lovely as 
a tree or a bee? Come and find out! Monday, August 8, 9 am-12 pm at 
the Missoula Art Museum. Scholarships are available for classes and work-
shops! Call Renee at 406.728.0447 or email her at reneet@missoulaartmu-
seum.org.

Last Best Conference was inspired by the incredible startup activity in Mon-
tana across the state and the mountain west. The Kauffman Foundation 
has ranked Montana as #1 in startup activity four years running. Stakehold-
ers from across the state have worked tirelessly to get this conference off 
the ground. Modeled sfter South by Southwest in Austin, Texas and the 
World Domination Summit in Portland, Oregon, Last Best Conference seeks 
to inspire pursuits that leave a lasting impact. Last Best Conference mixes 
main stage speakers, community meet-ups, music, Missoula, and learning 
academies into one experience. This Missoula-based conference hopes 
to create community, embody creativity, and cultivate courage. August 
25 & 26 at the Wilma. Purchase your tickets at the website: http://www.
lastbestconference.com.

The Fifth Annual OVANDO GRAN FONDO: An epic off-road ride for the Mis-
soula Symphony is September 10, 2016. Bring your 'cross or mountain bike for 
this fully supported 55-mile ride.  Ride through some of Western Montana's 
most scenic landscapes on dirt roads, including numerous miles through 
private land not otherwise open to the public. For more information, photo 
gallery and registration go to www.missoulasymphony.org/ride.

Shout Outs


