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  Staff Member      I’ve read it!

The Downtown Dialog should be 
shared with all your staff members!  
Please pass it around your of" ce.

Missoula
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I had the opportunity to volunteer 
for another nonpro" t organization 

last week. The group was looking 
for volunteers to help with services 
needed by a speci" c segment of our 
population. I say “our” because vol-
unteering is about us: you and me, 
our neighbors, friends, families and 
co-workers. We are in a tight time 
right now. Some of us do not have 
the resources to help out in " nancial 
ways we may have been able to 
do earlier this year. Many nonpro" t 
groups will be out this holiday season 
seeking help from you and me. I think 
we can all do our part, but maybe in 
a new way: volunteering our time. 
 Your time can make a big dif-
ference. There are many organiza-
tions that need people to do the 
leg work, make the calls, share a 
contact; things that may not seem 
so important to you, but can make 
a big difference. Being a volunteer is 
hugely rewarding. It just takes some 
time and a commitment.
 If you are going to become a 
volunteer, here are some things to 
consider. Make sure you understand 
and are able to give the time you 
commit. There are many organiza-
tions that need you, so volunteer 
where your passions lie or for some-
thing you believe in. Your MDA Board 
of Directors are all volunteers, and 
from working with them for years, I 
can say you are lucky to have such 
committed people taking their time 
to oversee this stellar organization. 
 There is a lot of work to be done 
this holiday season. It’s the season of 
giving, so please give a little bit for 
you and for your community!•

Downtown Visioning 
Coming to a Close 
November 18-20

A year-long visioning process for 
Downtown Missoula will come to 

a close this month as Crandall Aram-
bula, plan consultants, make their 
" nal visit November 18-20 to pres-
ent the " nal draft of the Downtown 
Master Plan. The implementation 
strategies will be the focus of this " nal 
round of meetings and Public Work-
shop #4 being heldon Wednesday, 
November 19, from 7 to 9 pm  at the 
Holiday Inn-Downtown at the Park. 
 The products to come out of 
this visioning process include com-
prehensive strategies for retail re-
cruitment and retention, housing, 
employment and parking. More than 
2,000 individuals have participated 
in this year-long planning process 
that outlines the future of Downtown. 
With so many private and public enti-
ties working to improve the heart of 
our community, this Master Plan will 
get all parties on the same page, 
moving in the same direction and 
working toward the same goals.
 The catalyst projects, or the " rst 
to undertake, will most likely include 
the following: 
• East Front Street Parking Struc-
ture to help strengthen Macy’s and 
provide critical parking for the First 
Interstate Bank development proj-
ect
• East Main Street Development to 
strengthen retail and development 
in the core of Downtown
• Government Campus  to provide 
new facilities for City Police and 
County Administration in an effort 
to keep government services Down-
town
• Riverfront Triangle to spur devel-
opment activity in an area that has 
been vacant and prime for redevel-
opment for nearly 10 years



an opportunity to get them in the 
door! Activities are scheduled from 
1-8 p.m.

• Enter a Float in the Macy’s Parade 
of Lights: The event is set for Saturday, 
December 6 and we are encourag-
ing businesses and nonpro" t 
organizations to enter 
a # oat in the parade. 
This is a great op-
portunity to show-
case your business or 
organization in front 
of thousands of peo-
ple and to get your em-
ployees and constituents involved in 
a collaborative project. Great prizes 
have been lined up for this year 
thanks to participating businesses. 
Enter in your category to win:
l Best Commercial & Best Civic En-
tries: A Free Quarter-Page Ad in the 
Missoulian for each.
l Best K-8 & Best Religious Entry:  A 
Private Party at A Carousel for Mis-
soula with hours of free rides!
l Best High School Entry:  A Free 
Pizza Party!
l Best Collegiate Entry:  6 Free Day-
Passes at Lookout Pass Ski Resort!
 The enclosed form describes 
parade entry in more detail. Applica-
tions are also available at the MDA 
of" ce or online at www.missoulad-
owntown.com.

• Promote Downtown Gift Cards: 
Downtown shoppers can purchase 
Downtown Gift Cards at the MDA 
Office (218 E. Main) from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Mon- day through 
Friday. Last year 
w e  s o l d  o v e r 
$125,000 in gift 
certi" cates with 
almost $50,000 
during the fourth 
quarter alone. With the 
change from a gift certificate to 
a gift card program, we hope this 
number will only increase!

• Sponsor the Macy’s Parade of 
Lights: Downtown will be over# ow-
ing with activities on December 6, 
and sponsoring this event is a great 
way to support the MDA’s gift to 
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Help Enhance the 
Holiday Experience in 
Downtown Missoula

Downtown Missoula continues 
holiday traditions that help re-

mind shoppers what a great experi-
ence being Downtown is during this 
time of year! By creating a festive 
look, shoppers are encouraged to 
stay Downtown to shop, dine and 
celebrate the approaching season. 
Please support Downtown and the 
MDA this year by participating in the 
events that make Downtown such a 
wonderful place to be.  
 Many Holiday activities and 
promotions are being planned to 
help you increase business, but it’s 
important for you to participate as 
much as possible to get the greatest 
bene" t. Here’s how you can help 
make the 2008 Holiday Season the 
best yet!

• Decorate Your Business 
Windows:  This year’s Window 

Decorating Contest will 
be judged Wednesday, 

December 3. Win-
ners will be chosen 
from six categories: 
Best Overall, Kid’s 
Choice, Most Inno-

vative, Most Festive, 
M o s t Elegant and Best Use of 
Small Space. Don’t miss the oppor-
tunity for great publicity from all the 
media coverage that usually hap-
pens. If you need help decorating 
your windows, let us know. A volun-
teer from the Holiday Committee 
would be happy to help!

• Keep Your Doors Open Extra Hours:  
The more your doors are open, the 
more business you’ll do. People need 
to shop on weekends and dining out 
almost always goes with shopping. 
We encourage you to stay open 
until at least 8 p.m. every Friday and 
on Sundays from 12-6 p.m. between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. In ad-
dition, on December 6, the evening 
of the Macy’s Parade of Lights, we 
are asking that you stay open late. 
This event brings thousands to the 
Downtown streets and gives you 

the community and get your name 
out in front of thousands of people. 
This event is not a fundraiser for 
the MDA; all money raised goes to 
growing and enhancing the overall 
experience. Every bit helps to make 
this a fabulous holiday event! Learn 
more about sponsoring at www.

missouladowntown.com or 
by calling the MDA 
of" ce.

• String White Lights 
on the Trees Outside 

Your Business: Our goal 
is to have every boulevard 

tree lit up with sparkling white lights. 
Be sure to hang your lights as early 
as possible to take advantage of 
good weather. Missoula Parks and 
Recreation will be pruning trees in 
February, so they are asking that 
you take the lights down by Febru-
ary 1, 2009. Again, if you need help 
with this, the Holiday Committee is 
here to help!

 There are many opportunities 
to participate in the promotions of 
the holiday season, and we hope 
you will help in making it a success. 
Together, we’ll show both residents 
and visitors what’s great about 
Downtown Missoula. Happy Holi-
days!•

Welcome New Members

BelleCreeke Landscape
Kieran O’Neill & Staff
502 Mt Highland Dr.; Butte, 59701
Phone: 406-723-8389
www.bellecreeke.com

KMMF - TV
Jessica Stone" eld & Jeff Haley
1211 S. Reserve St., Suite 203
Phone: 251-1360
Email: jstone" eld@ebcorb.net

Web Dreams
Link S.
27 Greenbrier Lane
Phone: 542-2797
linksaccount@gmail.com

Zootown Brew
Scott Klautz
121 W. Broadway
scottymontana3@aol.com



Visit missouladowntown.com for additional event listings and 

November Calendar
Every Monday ........................... City Council Meetings (City Council Chambers, 7 pm)
Every Tuesday ......Lunch-break Zumba Classes (Downtown Dance Collective, 12 pm)
Every Tuesday ..................................................... Fat Tire Pub Quiz (Sean Kelly’s, 7:30 pm)
Every Sunday .....................................................Martini Jazz Night (The Badlander, 8 pm)
Sat, Nov 1 .........................Griz Football vs. Northern Arizona (Wash-Griz Stadium, 1 pm) 
Sat, Nov 1 .......................Lady Griz Volleyball vs. Portland State (Adams Center,  7 pm) 
Nov 1-8 ...................................................................... Jesus Christ Superstar (MCT, various) 
Sun, Nov 2 ................................... Day of the Dead Parade (Downtown Missoula, 5 pm) 
Sun, Nov 2 ....................................................Day of the Dead Performance (DDC, 8 pm)
Wed, Nov 5 ...................................................Wildlife CSI: Evening Lecture (MNHC, 7 pm) 
Thurs, Nov 6 ....................................A Celebration of Latin Culture (Stensrud Bldg, 9 pm)
Sat, Nov 8 .....Film Premier: Children of Winter, Never Grow Old (Wilma Theater, 4 pm) 
Tues, Nov 11 ..................... Membership Luncheon (Creative Catering, 11:30 am-1 pm)
Fri, Nov 14 ................ Msla Medical Aid Salsa Dance & Auction Fundraiser (MCT, 7 pm)
Sat, Nov 15 ............................... Griz Football vs. Idaho State (Wash-Griz Stadium, 1 pm) 
Sat, Nov 15 ...............Lady Griz Volleyball vs. Sacramento State (Adams Center, 7 pm) 
Sun, Nov 16 .................Missoula Symphony Chorale in Concert (UM Recital Hall, 3 pm)
Nov 18-20 ............Master Plan Meetings & Workshops(Holiday Inn-Downtown, various) 
Tues, Nov 18 ............................. What to Look for When Buying a Camera (RMSP, 7 pm)
Wed, Nov 19 ....................................................................Coffee Talk (Miss Zula’s, 8-9 am)  
Wed, Nov 19 ...............Master Plan Public Workshop #4 (Holiday Inn-Downtown, 7 pm)  
Thurs, Nov 20 ....................................................Natural History Night (Roxy Theater, 7 pm) 
Fri, Nov 21 ........................ Book Reading and Signing (Fact & Fiction Downtown, 7 pm) 
Sat, Nov 22 ......................... Griz Football vs. Montana State (Wash-Griz Stadium, 1 pm) 
Sat, Nov 22 .................................... Saturday Kids’ Activity: Terri! c Turkeys (MNHC, 2 pm) 
Tues, Nov 25 ................................................Downtown on Tap (Bayern Brewing, 5-7 pm)

Visit www.missouladowntown.com for additional event information
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Downtown Spotlight
Downtown Dance

Collective
121 West Main St.

541-7240
www.ddcmontana.com

Have you seen the Downtown 
Dance Collective? Heard drums 

on Tuesday nights or perhaps the 
sweet sounds 
o f  acoust ic 
gu i ta r  f rom 
John Floridis 
or Kelly Joe 
Phelps? In a 
short time on 
Main Street, 
the DDC has 
hosted dance 
performanc-
es from many 
groups in town and even one from 
Miami, several music performances, 
First Friday’s since June, many work-
shops and over 40 classes a week" 
 From ballet to breakdance, 
there’s something for you" Most 

dance classes are for adults and 
anyone is welcome to drop in at 
any time.  DDC has recently added 
children’s classes to the schedule as 
well. 
 DDC offers an open and com-
fortable atmosphere for dancers 
and non-dancers alike by celebrat-
ing the joy of community and the 
gift of healthy living. Community art-

ists come to-
gether  w i th 
performances 
and classes to 
inspire creativ-
ity and create 
a healthy vi-
brant commu-
nity.
  Need a ven-
ue for meet-
ings, parties, 

fundraisers or receptions? Rent 
DDC’s chic space and enjoy beauti-
ful décor with easy set up and clean 
up. Visit www.ddcmontana.com or 
541-7240 to add some groove to 
your life"•

Downtown Retail 
Holiday Open House 
Sunday, Nov. 23

The Holiday shopping season will 

be of! cially kicked off in Down-

town Missoula as retailers open 

their doors on Sunday, November 

23 from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m. Over 

20 stores welcome you to stop by, 

enjoy Downtown Missoula (and free 

weekend parking") and patron local 

retailers. Participating merchants 

include:

Alara• 

Bella Donna• 

China Woods• 

Coco Atelier• 

Evolve• 

Front Street Pasta & Wraps• 

J. Elaine’s Boutique• 

Jeannette Rankin Peace Center• 

La Bella Vita• 

Laurie Lane Studio• 

Missoula Art Museum• 

MkLaren• 

Moose Creek Mercantile• 

Nolita• 

Noteworthy• 

Pipestone Mountaineering• 

Selvedge Studio• 

The Trailhead• 

Whippersnappers• 

Yellowstone Photo• 

And More"• 
Watch for more information in up-
coming local advertising. If your 
business is not 
on this list and 
you would 
like to partici-
pate, please 
contact the 
MDA office. 
Make Down-
t o w n  y o u r 
dest inat ion 
on Sunday, 
N o v e m b e r 

23"•



DOWNTOWN DIALOG  

218 E Main St, Suite C
Missoula, MT  59802

Ph: 406.543.4238
Fax: 406.543.9831

www.missouladowntown.com
mda@missouladowntown.

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Permit No. 74
Missoula, MT 59801

4

MDA Monthly 
Membership 

Luncheon
Tuesday, 

November 11
11:30 am - 1 pm at

Creative
Catering
220 Ryman

Presentations:
•The State of Our 

Economy
by Dick King, MAEDC President

•End-of-the-Year Tax 
Planning

by Jim Galipeau of JCCS

Don’t Forget to VOTE!   
Election Day is   Tuesday, 

November 4. Your 
vote is your voice in 
government – make 

sure it’s heard!

Luncheon Cost: $10
Please RSVP by Friday, 

November 7.

MDA Seeks 
Nominations for 2008 
Downtown Awards

Inserted in your Dialog is the 
 nomination form for the 2008 MDA 

Annual Downtown Awards program. 
Please consider nominating indi-
viduals who excelled in leadership, 
vision and action in the following 
categories:

Downtowner of the Year• 
Downtown Employee of the Year• 
MDA Committee Member of the Year• 
MDA Board Member of the Yea• r

With nearly 450 member businesses, 
22 board members, 10 committees 
and more than 5,000 MDA member 
employees, there are plenty of ex-
cellent nominees for these awards. 
Award recipients will be recognized 
at the MDA’s annual dinner in late 
January.
  The MDA is successful because 
of the contribution of hardworking 
individuals. Please help us recognize 
these people who greatly contibut-
ed to the heart of our city in 2008.•

Invite Your Out-of-Town 
Friends to “Meet Me in 
Missoula” Dec. 5-7

The MDA has partnered with the 
Missoula Cultural Council and the 

Missoula Convention and Visitor’s Bu-
reau to draw regional cultural tourists 
to Missoula on the ! rst weekend in 
December.
 The Meet Me in Missoula week-
end highlights the incredible array of 
arts and cultural activity happening 
on a single weekend in Missoula, 
while encouraging visitors to enjoy 
some holiday shopping in a festive 
atmosphere.
 Among many offerings, the 
weekend includes  First Friday Gal-
lery Night, the 6th annual Macy’s 
Parade of Lights, Keith Anderson in 
concert at the Wilma Theater, MCT 
Community Theater production of 
Nuncrackers, the Missoula Symphony 
Orchestra’s Holiday Pops Concert, 
the University Center’s Holiday Craft 
Fair and much more.
 A  comp le te  schedu le  o f 
events can be found at www.
missoulacultural.org. Send e-invites 
from this site or pick up an invitation 
at Downtown galleries to drop in 
the mail, so you can invite your 
out-of-town friends to Meet Me in 
Missoula"
 In addition, the MDA is seeking 
retailers willing to assist in tracking 
visitors on the Meet Me in Missoula 
weekend. This involves keeping a 
record of where each customer is 
from during the weekend of Dec. 5-7. 
Please contact Julie at julie@missou-
ladowntown.com or 543-4238  if you 
can contribute to these important 
statistics.•

 While the planning process 
comes to a close, the real work
truly begins. Our entire Downtown 
community needs to work hard to 
accomplish the goals set forth in this 
plan. The board of directors from 
the Missoula Downtown Associa-
tion, Business Improvement District, 
Missoula Parking Commission and 
Missoula Redevelopment Agency 
will all strategize their roles in the 
implementation of this plan. 
 The call to action for our mem-
bers is this: engage, attend meetings, 
be present and commit to making 
Downtown Missoula the best it can 
be" Join us on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 19, to learn how you can help 
with Master Plan implementation.•

Master Plan cont. from page 1



Coffee & Treats
8-9 am

Wednesday, November 19
Miss Zula’s

111 North Higgins Ave.

Beer, Wine & Appetizers
5-7 pm

Tuesday, November 25
Bayern Brewing

1507 Montana St.

Join us and the staff 
at Bayern Brewing for 

a pre-Thanksgiving 
party and networking 

while enjoying the best 
German brews and 

food! 

Join us for your 
morning java at Miss 

Zula’s and check 
out the latest in 
accessories and 
clothing for the 
holiday season. 
Networking and 

necklaces; what a 
lovely combination! 


